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Tract-writers avowed the principle of keeping back
part of the counsel of God. It meant, further, that
the real spirit of the party was disclosed; its love
of secret and crooked methods, its indifference to
knowledge, its disingenuous professions, its deliberate
concealments, its holding doctrines and its pursuit of
aims which it dared not avow, its disciplina arcani^
its conspiracies, its Jesuitical spirit. All this kind
of abuse was flung plentifully on the party as the
controversy became warm; and it mainly justified
itself by the Tract on " Reserve." The Tract was in
many ways a beautiful and suggestive essay, full of
deep and original thoughts, though composed in that
spirit of the recluse which was characteristic of the
writer, and which is in strong contrast with the
energetic temper of to-day.1 But it could well have
been spared at the moment, and it certainly offered
itself to an unfortunate use. The suspiciousness
which so innocently it helped to awaken and confirm
was never again allayed.

1 Vide a striking review in the British  Critic; April 1839,,
partly correcting and guarding the view given in the Tract